
October 22nd, 2018 
 
Brian Kemp 
Kemp for Governor 
102 West Paces Ferry Road NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30305 
 
 
Dear Mr. Kemp, 
 
 
We, the youth of Georgia, are outraged. It has been almost seven months since over ​70,000 
young people and our supporters gathered near the Capitol to take a stand against gun violence 
and to demand safety in our schools. We hoped you would hear our cries then, but you did not. 
Today, you are campaigning with Marco Rubio, a career politician who has taken over $3 
million from the NRA. You, like Rubio, have shown a corrupt allegiance to the gun lobby, 
trading the safety of your constituents for political favors. You were ​endorsed​ by the NRA, a 
special interest group that consistently ​promotes​ dangerous policies that put the lives of 
Georgians at risk. In fact, just this week, the NRA dumped millions of dollars into television ads 
to help your campaign. You continue to show your willingness to make backroom deals with the 
gun lobby while ignoring the pleas of those who are directly affected by these policies. You also 
continue to show a complete lack of empathy for those impacted by gun violence. On the one 
year ​anniversary​ of the largest mass shooting in modern U.S. history, you held a campaign ​rally 
at a gun range. To call this insensitive is an understatement. 
 

 
 

https://v103.radio.com/blogs/maria-boynton/activists-say-march-our-lives-was-70000-strong-least
https://politics.myajc.com/blog/politics/after-early-misfire-nra-gives-kemp-late-endorsement/UBhKKVnAS9bPTMNkz8UtUP/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/national/gun-control-1968/?utm_term=.77f5d5eeacdc
https://www.google.com/amp/amp.timeinc.net/time/5412302/las-vegas-shooting-anniversary-2018
https://politics.myajc.com/blog/politics/the-georgia-trail-kemp-visits-gun-range-abrams-shuts-down-edgewood-and-van-troll/MPsbYeSVLZnHX0GAaAxyEN/


Recently, you ​unveiled​ your proposal for “school safety.”  While this proposal outlines multiple 
policies that you plan to implement if elected Governor, it had one glaring omission: gun safety 
legislation. At the press conference announcing this proposal, you stated that school safety ​“has 
nothing to do”​ with guns. This statement is untrue and unacceptable. Mr. Kemp, when kids being 
shot in classrooms has become a regular occurrence as it has in this country, guns have 
EVERYTHING to do with school safety. If you listened to us, you would know this. We walked 
out, we marched, we lobbied, and now we are writing you to demand that for once you truly put 
our safety first. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Patrick Chappel 
Columbus High School 
Chairman of the High School Democrats of Georgia 
 
Thomas Moore 
University of Georgia 
Director of the College Democrats of Georgia 
 
Mary-Pat Hector 
Spelman College 
National Youth Director for the National Action Network 
 
Raydan Wilder 
Camden County High School 
Young Democrats of Camden County President 
 
Rachel Kim 
North Gwinnett High School 
Chair of the High School Democrats of Suwanee 
 
Raluca Pavel 
Clayton State University  
Young Democrats of Georgia Women’s Caucus Vice Chair 
 
Elizabeth Wise 
Westminster Schools 
Founder and President of the Westminster Gun Sense and Activism Club 

https://www.ajc.com/news/local/georgia-gubernatorial-candidate-kemp-unveils-school-safety-plan/1eEOXebQupaahAIyjp05CJ/
https://www.apnews.com/71d4e812566248efbc15fdf65bc0341d
https://www.apnews.com/71d4e812566248efbc15fdf65bc0341d


 
Marisa Pyle 
University of Georgia 
Indivisible Lumpkin Group Leader 
 
Andrea Manning 
University of Georgia 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Chloe Guzman 
Decatur High School 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Jake Busch 
Emory University 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Maya Gibbins 
Etowah High School 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Natalie Stembel 
Lakeside High School 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Adrina Bradley 
University of Georgia 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Nurah Abdulhaqq 
Chapel Hill High School 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Harrison Zegers 
Walton High School 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Royce Mann 
Grady High School 



Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Hannah Perkins 
Dekalb School of the Arts 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Caroline Steinberg 
Pebblebrook High School 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Julianne Hardesty 
Carrollton High School 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate  
 
Sabrina Felix 
Chapel Hill Middle School 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Jordan Parker 
Georgia State University 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Alyssa Lee 
Houston County High School 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Mario Calcagno 
Alexander High School 
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
Lyric Eschoe 
Homeschooled  
Youth Gun Safety Advocate 
 
 
 


